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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

North Adams Airport Commission 
 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

July 16, 2021 
 

Call to order 
 

9:01 a.m.  
 

Members present virtually 
 

Chairman Jeffrey Naughton, Dean Bullett, and Marcus Morandi 
 

Members absent 
 

None 
 

Others present virtually 
 

Gerrit Blauvelt, Dan Caplinger, Angie Ellison, Trevor Gilman, Greta Jochem, and Bryan Sapienza 
 

Chair statement for virtual public hearing 
 

Chairman Naughton read the following statement: Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending 
Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing 
strict limitations on the number of people that may gather in one place, this public hearing of the North Adams Airport 
Commission is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be 
permitted, but the public can listen to this meeting while in progress via teleconference. Members of the public 
attending this meeting virtually will be allowed to make comments if they wish to do so, during the portion of the 
hearing designated for public comment, by teleconference. This meeting is being recorded. 
 

Open Meeting Law Complaint 
 

Chairman Naughton opened the meeting to address an Open Meeting Law complaint filed by Gerrit Blauvelt on May 
28, 2021 in regard to the North Adams Airport Master Plan Planning Advisory Committee. Chairman Naughton stated 
that the complaint alleges that the commission did not make the planning advisory committee public in accordance to 
the open meeting laws because they are a public body and this planning advisory committee was to address the master 
plan of the airport, the drafting of it. Chairman Naughton explained that the planning advisory committee was an 
advisory committee to Stantec, a private company/engineering firm, but they were not reporting any updates to the 
Airport Commission, they were strictly dealing with Stantec Consulting firm. This was done in January of 2019. The 
commission was only in the naming of potential planning advisory committee members and it was done on a voluntary 
basis at a commission meeting.  
 
Chairman Naughton stated that as far as the rest of the complaints, the commission cannot speak to past practices of the 
City's prior commission or comment on other municipalities’ approach to updating their master plan but the draft plan 
that the Stantec advisory committee came up with is on the city's website and available for public review. 
 
Chairman Naughton requested a motion to accept the response to Mr. Blauvelt. Commissioner Bullett made a motion to 
accept the response. Commissioner Morandi seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried.  
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Adjournment 
 

Chairman Naughton requested a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Morandi made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner 
Bullett seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion to adjourn 9:05 a.m.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Michelle Ells 
Airport Commission Secretary 


